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Flynn pleads guilty to lying to FBI 


Says he consulted with 
transition officials about 
talks with Russia envoy 


BY CAROL D. LEONNIG, 
ADAM ENTOUS, 
DEVLIN BARRETT 
AND MATT ZAPOTOSKY 


Former national security advis- 


er Michael Flynn pleaded guilty 
Friday to lying to the FBI about his 
contacts with Russian Ambassa- 
dor Sergey Kislyak and, in an omi- 
nous sign for the White House, 
said he is cooperating in the on- 
going probe of possible coordina- 
tion between the Trump campaign 
and the Kremlin to influence the 
2016 election. 

When Flynn was forced out of 
the White House in February, offi- 
cials said he had misled the ad- 
ministration, including Vice Pres- 
ident Pence, about his contacts 
with Kislyak. But court records 
and people familiar with the con- 
tacts indicated he was acting in 
consultation with senior Trump 
transition officials, including 
President Trump’s son-in-law, Jar- 
ed Kushner, in his dealings with 
the diplomat. 

Flynn’s plea revealed that he 
was in touch with senior Trump 
transition officials before and af- 
ter his communications with the 
ambassador. 

FLYNN CONTINUED ON A5 


The genesis of Flynn’s deal 
How the former national security 
adviser’s plea came together. A6 


For White House, 
increasing legal 
peril as Mueller 
pushes ahead 


BY ROSALIND S. HELDERMAN, 
Tom HAMBURGER 
AND KAREN DEYOUNG 


After six months of work, spe- 
cial counsel Robert S. Mueller III 
has indicted two advisers to Presi- 
dent Trump and accepted guilty 
pleas from two others in exchange 
for their cooperation with his 
probe into Russian meddling in 
the 2016 election — a sign of 
mounting legal peril for the White 
House. 

With the guilty plea Friday by 
former national security adviser 
Michael Flynn — one of Trump’s 
closest and most valued aides — 
the investigation has swept up an 
array of figures with intimate 

DEAL CONTINUED ON A4 
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Former national security adviser Michael Flynn, center, leaves court Friday in Washington. Flynn 
admitted lying to the FBI about December conversations with Russia’s ambassador at the time. 


Day 315: Trump's best, worst and most surreal as president 


7 Donald Trump’s 
White young presidency 
House entered a new, 
Debrief surreal dimension 

Friday, with his 
r ie 315th day in office 
delivering both 


his greatest achievement to date 
and his darkest omen of peril 
ahead. 

At the very moment the Senate 
was poised to pass a $1.5 trillion 
tax cut bill — a big step toward 


Trump’s first major legislative 
victory — word came that his 
former national security adviser, 
Michael Flynn, had pleaded 
guilty to a single count of lying to 
the FBI. 

The development was read 
across Washington to mean that 
special counsel Robert S. Mueller 
III probably has a bigger target 
in his sights and that Flynn has 
agreed to provide the evidence 
that could help him make the 


case. 
Adding to that speculation 
was Flynn’s stipulation in court 
documents that a “very senior 
member of the Presidential 
Transition Team” directed Flynn 
to contact officials from foreign 
governments, including Russia. 
According to court records and 
people familiar with the 
contacts, that was a reference to 
Jared Kushner, the president’s 
DEBRIEF CONTINUED ON A4 


OP secures 
Senate votes 
to pass tax bill 


MOST BENEFITS FOR BUSINESSES, WEALTHY 


Plan must survive reconciliation with House version 


BY ERICA WERNER 
AND DAMIAN PALETTA 


Senate Republicans headed 
toward passage Friday of a 
$1.5 trillion tax bill that bestows 
massive benefits on corporate 
America and the wealthy while 
delivering mixed blessings to ev- 
erybody else. 

The vote on final passage, ex- 
pected late Friday night or early 
Saturday, was shaping up to be 
51 to 49, barring unexpected last- 
minute developments. Sen. Bob 
Corker (R-Tenn.) was the lone 
GOP holdout. 

The measure would still have to 
be reconciled with an earlier 
House-passed version before be- 
ing sent to President Trump. Yet in 
getting the bill through the Sen- 
ate, Republicans would succeed 
where they failed earlier this year, 
when their efforts to repeal the 
Affordable Care Act collapsed in 
mortifying fashion. 

This time, urged on by donors 
and fearful of facing voters in next 
year’s midterm elections without 
a legislative achievement to show, 


Republicans said time and again 
that failure was not an option. 

“The American people wanted 
change,” said Sen. John Barrasso 
(R-Wyo.). “We were able to deliv- 
er” 

The centerpiece of the GOP 
plan is a move to lower the corpo- 
rate tax rate from 35 percent to 
20 percent, starting in 2019. The 
Senate tax bill would also tempo- 
rarily cut tax rates for families and 
individuals until 2025. 

But the bill would kill a number 
of tax benefits. It would subject 
fewer people to the estate tax, a 
levy charged on massive inheri- 
tances, but stop short of eliminat- 
ing that tax altogether. 

The most recent review of the 
bill by the Joint Committee on 
Taxation, Congress’s nonpartisan 
tax analysts, found that only 
44 percent of taxpayers would see 
their burden reduced by more 
than $500 in 2019 but that high 
earners would fare much better 
than the poor under the bill. 

And the bill makes other chang- 
es that reach far beyond the tax 

TAXES CONTINUED ON A12 


Corporate gains grew 
as legislation evolved 


Businesses stand to gain, 
but long-term fate of 
middle class is unclear 


BY HEATHER LONG 


When Senate Republicans in- 
troduced their tax bill in mid- 
November, they faced competing 
interests: Some senators thought 
it wasn’t generous enough for 
working-class families. Others 
thought it didn’t deliver enough 
to business owners. 

By late Friday evening, as the 
Senate headed toward a vote on 
the bill, it had undergone a series 
of transformations. The bill had 


fewer benefits for working-class 
families than the original ver- 
sion. And it had new benefits for 
business owners. 

The disparate treatment un- 
derlined how the legislation — a 
massive rewrite of the individual 
and corporate tax code — has 
evolved since its first incarna- 
tion: What began as an effort 
that would favor the wealthy and 
corporations became, in many 
ways, even more tilted in their 
favor as the legislation made its 
way through the Senate. 

When lawmakers needed a 
way to limit the legislation’s 
impact on the deficit to make it 
comply with Senate rules, they 
made the bill’s tax cuts affecting 
individuals temporary — ending 

WEALTHY CONTINUED ON A13 


Charlottesville rally study spreads blame 


BY JOE HEIM 


The Charlottesville Police De- 
partment was ill-prepared, lacked 
proper training and devised a 
flawed plan for responding to the 
white supremacist rally that 
rocked the city in August, leading 
to “disastrous results,” including 
the death of a counterprotester 
and many injuries, according to 
an independent review commis- 
sioned by the city that was re- 
leased Friday. 

The unsparing, 207-page re- 
port was prepared by Timothy 
Heaphy, a former U.S. attorney for 
the Western District of Virginia 


Review slams politicians, 
police and U-Va. over 
event that turned deadly 


cist events in the city this year. 
Although the police department 
received the bulk of the blame, the 
report also criticized actions by 
the Charlottesville City Council, 
attorneys from the city and state, 
the University of Virginia and the 
Virginia State Police. 

Although the review also 
looked at how the city prepared 


most of the report dealt with the 
city’s failed planning and han- 
dling of the weekend of Aug. 11-12. 
That is when hundreds of neo-Na- 
zis and white supremacists and 
their opponents battled in Char- 
lottesville at the Unite the Right 
rally held to oppose the planned 
removal of a Robert E. Lee statue 
from Emancipation Park. 

The racial violence and hatred 
displayed in Charlottesville at- 
tracted worldwide attention that 
was heightened a few days later 
when President Trump said there 
were “very fine people on both 
sides.” 

Almost everything that could 


Vincent 
Scully, 
1920-2017 


Yale University 
architecture scholar 
Vincent Scully is 
pictured in 1995 at 
the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial, 
whose designer, 
Maya Lin, was one 
of his students. He 
helped to launch the 
historic preservation 
movement and 
evangelized about 
architecture’s 


whose law firm, Hunton & Wil- for and handled a Ku Klux Klan have been mishandled was, the KE humanizing power. 
liams, was hired by Charlottes- rally on July 8 and protests led by report concluded. The City Coun- D Obituary, B6 
ville to assess the city’s response white nationalists Richard Spen- cil pushed at the last minute to AS E i 
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2017 Kennedy Center Honors Profiles of the honorees, 
from left, Norman Lear, Gloria Estefan, LL Cool J, 
Carmen de Lavallade and Lionel Richie. Arts & Style 
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PORTRAITS BY MARVIN JOSEPH/ THE WASHINGTON POST; GLORIA ESTEFAN BY OMAR CRUZ 


<< One giant leap Space 
tourism can take us to see 
new places. Will it alter how 
we see ourselves? Magazine 


Hawaii’s hidden wows A 
road trip on Maui crosses 
stunning countryside. Travel 
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Getting the job done 
Working from home is common 
these days, but it requires a space 
that maximizes productivity while 
remaining family-friendly. 


New curbs on student aid 
House Republicans proposed a 
sweeping overhaul of a federal law 
that governs almost every aspect 
of higher education. A6 
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